
NP4 Yaxham Report to Yaxham Parish Council 25th January 2018 
 
The Village Consultation event on 25th November saw a very good turnout.  A lot of discussions took 

place and it was really good to talk to people who had recently moved into the village and wanted to 

participate.  The stall holders were equally pleased with the turnout.  From this consultation comes 

the Community Benefit projects proposal by the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group, put forward 

to the Parish Charity and Parish Council.  The Working Group hopes that we can now all make 

progress on the projects identified by the residents.  

Community support has already reaped dividends with an Aviva grant of £4,800 to the Primary 

School for the much wanted trim trail at the school. 

Planning issues are still very current.  At the recent Gladman appeal to put 50 homes at the Yaxham 

end of Mattishall our District Councillor Paul Claussen spoke, and Yaxham was represented by Ian 

Martin.  The Inspector’s report is now awaited.   Last week the Lanpro application for 291+ homes at 

Toftwood was considered at Breckland Planning Committee.  Peter Lowings for the Parish Council 

and Ian Martin for NP4Yaxham, spoke against the application, as did Paul Claussen.  After a very long 

discussion, and a close vote, another Lanpro application was refused.  Peter, Ian and the Yaxham 

residents who attended the meeting were specifically thanked for their support by the Toftwood Life 

Community residents group.  Residents’ support on these occasions really does count. 

There is though no let up as Lanpro may appeal this Toftwood decision as well as the Yaxham refusal 

for permission for Lanpro to build 25 homes along the Norwich Road.  There is a six month deadline 

for an appeal to be submitted after a refusal of planning permission. 

We also understand that an application for new homes development at Elm Close was received by 

Breckland one day before the 2 year deadline expired and we are seeking further clarification on 

whether this meets the conditions stated in the decision notice. 

We now expect any potential developers to have taken Yaxham’s Neighbourhood Plan into account.  

The Plan has been “made” and its policies are now part and parcel of the planner’s reasons for 

decisions.  We know that surface water flooding is a real issue and it will be interesting to see in the 

Elm Close application what remedial measures are proposed should the field along the Whinburgh 

Road be developed.  We will also be seeking discussion on the s106 agreement attached to the 

Outline Planning Application. 

As always, we all need to keep looking at any new plans as they emerge on the Breckland website 

and then give your views to Breckland. 

On other matters, NP4Yaxham have campaigned strongly for the retention of No 4 bus route 

through the village.  Hardy Yaxham souls were out in force in the cold to meet the MP and Cllr 

Claussen when travelling the route last Friday.  It is good news to hear that the proposal to withdraw 

the bus subsidies now appears to have been dropped.  The No 4 bus is a vital lifeline for many in the 

communities it serves. 

So you see Mr Chairman, NP4Yaxham is about more than just planning, the Plan is a living document 

and provides the basis for action in the Parish over the next few years. 

Thank you 

Maggie Oechsle, 

Chairman 
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