
NP4Yaxham 
Minutes of the Yaxham Neighbourhood Plan Working Group Meeting 

On Wednesday 8th June 2016 at 7.30 p.m. 
Committee Room Yaxham Village Hall 

 
Present: Maggie Oechsle (MO), Chairman, Ian Martin (IM) Vice-Chairman, Sue Martin (SM) 
Treasurer, Peter Lowings (PL), Richard Hughes (RH), Steve Robinson (SR), Mike Tibbetts (MT),  
 
(Minutes Secretary for the meeting: SM) 

 
1. A) Apologies:  Jennie Smith(JS), Gary Davison (GD), Ben Mitchell (BM) 

B) Declarations of Interest: these were unchanged. 
 
2. Minutes of last meeting, 10th May 2016 

These agreed and duly signed by MO 
 

3. Matters arising (not covered on the agenda) 
IM explained that the Local Service Centre issue was causing problems.  The updated Topic Paper 
dated May 2016 shows amendments to the other villages, but the item referring to Yaxham is still 
factually incorrect.  IM has provided an “briefing note” to how to correct it and PL/MO/IM have 
asked Charles Carter, Chairman of the LPWG for a meeting.  The emphasis being that Yaxham is a 
Parish of three settlements (Yaxham, Clint Green and Brakefield Green), none of these comply 
with the LSC designation individually, or in any combination thereof.  The only village proposed to 
be removed from LSC designation is Saham Toney.  It is understood there are LPWG meetings 
scheduled in July with Consultation in August/September on both LSC status and recommended 
designated sites.   
The lack of response form Breckland has not been helped by the resignation of Jo Wright, NP 
Officer Breckland; and Neil Campbell, Senior Planner Capita. Breckland and a shortage of a 
minimum of 7 planning Officers.  Sarah Robinson Senior Planner Capita is supposedly the new 
contact point for the NP.  IM has spoken to her and she said that is “not my understanding”, but 
will speak to Phil Mileham about a meeting with NP4Yaxham.  IM will also follow-up with Paul 
Claussen to try to help arrange a meeting with Phil Mileham. 
The Consultation Response Policy had been circulated as agreed. 
 

4. Finance/grants 
a) 1st April 2016 Opening Balance was £5,317.03  

Current Balance is: £4,835.98. 
b) Breckland has confirmed they will pay to the 50% match funding of the latest Ground 

Work Grant of £1,595.  
c) PL to confirm receipt of the Ground Work and Breckland grant monies, and the VAT 

refund is duly claimed.  
Invoices due for £10.50 due to Easter Office Equipment and £550.80 to Small Fish will 
got the Parish Council for payment at the 16th June 2016 meeting. 

d) Estimated future expenditure includes some £2,191 for consultancy services, including 
Small Fish supporting NP4Yaxham in addressing consultation responses in June, which 
may include to attend meeting(s) with NP4Yaxham and Breckland, and leaving a 
balance of some £2,645 to cover printing and other incidental costs until the end of the 
project. 
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5. Pre-submission consultation  (18 April – 5 pm 31 May) 
This was concluded satisfactorily and thanks were recorded to those who had hosted Post Boxes.  
All comments are in item 6. 
 

6. Analysis of responses: 
Statutory Consultees 
SM provided an update on the preliminary feedback (see NP4Yaxham.com for responses from 
statutory consultees).  The responses from the Statutory Consultees were generally helpful.  The 
response from Breckland was the most comprehensive.   
Responses had been received from Yaxham landowners or their agents and would be assessed in 
accordance with the NPWG agreed policy: 

i. THPD properties .   
ii. Lanpro, on behalf of their subsidiary Glavenhill Strategic Land, for the 24ha/60 acres 

of land formerly owned by Andrew Rush either side of Yaxham Mill and the fields 
opposite.  This development gain (s106) is to be used to help support Dereham 
Hockey Club since Dereham and Yaxham are “linked-settlements”. 

Both letters will be on the website.  THPD’s has been acknowledged by email and IM tabled a 
draft letter from MO to Lanpro acknowledging receipt of their letter – agreed & signed. 
 

Village Responses 
 Parish analysis is almost complete showing overwhelming support for the NP.  There were 
comments expressing concern it wasn’t strong enough,.  Three new Local Green Spaces were 
proposed during the consultation period for consideration: 

i. the field at the junction of the Norwich Road and Whinburgh Roads that is within the 
conservation area;  

ii. the  “land at Paper Street” and  
iii. the triangle of land abutting Stone Cottages. 

The owners of these sites had been contacted:  
i. Ian Faircloth had objected to his site being included; 

ii. The Parish Charity will consider the Paper Street land at its next meeting; 
iii. The Parochial Charity does not object to the land abutting Stone Cottages being 

included. 
It was agreed to send neutral acknowledgement letters to all three. 
It will be for a later meeting to decide on each of the 5 sites – SM to prepare notes 
 
How much weight to be attributed and how best to utilise and incorporate into Plan? 
It was agreed to hold a meeting with Mark Thompson from Small Fish on Tuesday 14th June   to 
review consultation responses, assess their validity and decide what amendments should be made 
to the draft plan. 
RH to look at sight lines and views for the Strategic Gap Policy 
SM to distribute comments received for review ahead of the meeting 
 
Timetable to finalise Plan and supporting documents? 
Although the main document has had the most work undertaken the supporting documents need a 
lot of work still. 
It was agreed that all would consider the shape, style and length of the Plan. 
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It was agreed to ask Karen Willis as “fresh eyes” to precis the “Parish profile” to a third of its 
current size and put the rest of the information in the Evidence Base.  Other elements could also go 
in the Evidence Base.  There was discussion on having separate “Policy” and “Pap” documents for 
ease of reference and this will be considered. 
It was agreed to work towards sign-off by the Parish Council at its meeting on 21st July 2016.  A 
Parish Council briefing meeting would be organised for the 7.30pm on 13th July 2016 (date to be 
confirmed subject to availability). 
 

7. AOB 
NP stall at the Queens 90th Birthday Big Party on Sunday 12th June 2016. 
 

8. Next Meetings -all at 7.30pm in the Meeting Room, Yaxham Village Hall  
Meeting with Small Fish 14th June – 7.30pm 
Parish Council Meeting Thursday 16th June 2016 
Working Group Meeting Tuesday 28th June 
Joint NP4Y and PC Meeting Wednesday 13th July 
Parish Council Meeting Thursday 21st July 2016 

 
Meeting ended at 9.30pm 


