
Yaxham Neighbourhood Planning Working Group 
 

Minutes of Meeting held at 7.30 pm on 30th August 2016 
 
Present:  Maggie Oechsle (MO) Chairman, Peter Lowings (PL) Chairman Parish Council,Gary 
Davison (GD), Richard Hughes (RH), Steve Robinson (SR), Jennie Smith (JS) Mike Tibbetts 
(MT) 
 
Minutes: MO 
 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

MO thanked all WG members who had attended and supported her and PL at the 
Breckland Cabinet meeting in the morning about the Council’s continued insistence on 
Local Service Centre Status for Yaxham. 

 
2. Apologies:  Ian and Sue Martin (IM and SM) , Ben Mitchell (BM) 

BM was moving house the next day and although would no longer live directly in the 
parish it was unanimously agreed that he should remain as a WG member because his 
professional expertise had been invaluable and the Plan is now at  Reg 16 stage so only 
amendments or comments would be considered by the WG in future. 

 
3.  Declarations of Interest:  SR declared a personal interest in a planning application for 

land opposite his property at Lane End, Cutthroat Lane. 
 
4. Minutes of last meeting Weds 10th August – Agreed and signed by MO 
 
5. Report from Breckland Cabinet Meeting:  Those present agreed that representation 

from Yaxham had been well made.  The inaccurate information about the village had 
been highlighted and despite many attempts had not been amended by the planners 
recommending the decision for Yaxham still to be designated as a LSC in the Local Plan.  
One specific question was how the new figure of 95 new dwellings related to 10% 
increase in the 330 homes already in Yaxham. 

 Other issues raised included over subscribed school, potential development at 
Yaxham Waters which would lead to the loss of local services, distance between 
school and shop, and inconsistencies in LSC assessments overall in Breckland.  
District councillor Paul Claussen had spoken on the village’s behalf and waved the 
numerous emails he had received about this issue from local residents. 

 Other matters included considerable concern by Dereham ward members about the 
Dereham Traffic Study, its limitations and inadequacy. 

 It was recommended by a Cabinet member (P Cowen) that the errors and 
inaccuracies in the Local Plan needed to be rectified otherwise there would be 
challenge from the Inspectorate. 

 It was also still the goal to get the Local Plan ready for inspection by Valentine’s day! 
With expectation of it being made by end 2017. 



 Leader of Council, William Nunn,  also said that other Norfolk councils had achieved 
their 5 year housing land supply which left Breckland vulnerable until the LP was in 
place.  
 

6. Distribution of The Plan 
MO reported that Breckland had received its three copies of the full set on 22nd August. 

 Susan Heinrich had confirmed the statutory advertisement would appear in the 
Dereham Times on 8th September with the statutory consultation period running 
from 9th September to 5 pm Friday 21st October. 

 She was still waiting the specific sign-off from Breckland officer that the Plan did not 
require a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA).  This would be included at a later 
stage. (Heard today that all OK and document would be received next week) 

 All WG members present received their copy of the August Plan. 

 Paul Claussen had received his set that morning and also waved it at the Cabinet to 
prove the Plan was there with significant up to date and current information. 

 PL had also received the full set for Parish Council use and individual councillors 
would receive theirs at the next PC meeting on 15th September. 

 RH took the complete folder for the School foyer 
 
7.  Distribution of Newsletter 
Minor changes to text were made and it was agreed that this would be printed and the 
distribution round the village would coincide with the YVAA newsletter. 

 YVAA would cover the Clint Green area and we would ask if Ann and Ben Futter 
would do Well Hill. 

 MT/MO to do Station Road – both sides 

 GD to do Cutthroat Lane, Spring Lane and Paper Street 

 RH from Homefield on Dereham Road round to Church Lane and YW round to 
Whinburgh Road 

 Bill Gillions to be  asked if he could do Elm Close and The Elms 

 SR to do St Peter’s Close – both sides and along the Norwich Road 

 PL to do Stone Cottages, Stone Road and Brakefield Green  
 

MO would liaise with Peter and Jennie Smith about the numbers and availabilities of the 
two newsletters and when they would be ready for distribution – hopefully over weekend 
3/4th September or early next week.  Email will follow to update. 

 
8. Banners – Much discussion on what to put on the banners and it was finally decided on 

A3 laminated posters just with “Read all about it” in red to catch the eye on the 
roadside.  The view was that people may feel they had already responded so why were 
they being asked again?  We also need to keep something back to encourage good 
participation at the Referendum. 

 It was agreed that banners would be ready for putting in place after 9th 
September to coincide with the official statutory period. 

 
9. Date of next meeting  t.b.a when any feedback is received that needs attention but 

probably not until mid/late October. 


