
Yaxham Neighbourhood Plan Working Group Meeting 

Tuesday 10th May at 7.30 pm 

Minutes of meeting held in the Meeting Room at Yaxham Village Hall 
 

Present: Maggie Oechsle (MO) Chairman, Ian Martin (IM) Vice-Chairman, Peter Lowings (PL), 
Richard Hughes (RH), Steve Robinson (SR), Mike Tibbetts(MT), Jennie Smith(JS), Gary Davison 
(GD) 
 

(Minutes Secretary for the meeting: MO) 
 

1. Apologies:  Sue Martin (SM), Ben Mitchell (BM) 
 

2. Declarations of Interest: As a Committee of the Parish Council, PL’s interests were as 
registered and no other interest declared. 
 

3. Minutes of last Meeting 20th April 2016 – agreed and duly signed by MO 
 

4. Matters arising: 

 IM and RH had attended a meeting at Yaxham Primary School and explained 
the Community Benefit Policy COM2/ PAP8 to HT and governors.  The school 
would need to identify specific projects to attract any S106 funding.   
There would be a presentation to the governing body on 23rd May, IM & MT 

 The Parish Council held an extraordinary meeting on 28th April attended by 34 
parishioners which reversed the decision to agree the Local Service Centre 
designation as the preferred option by Breckland Council in the emerging Local Plan. 
Breckland Council would be consulting again on the additional sites and LSC status 
during the summer. More sites could be on offer as alternatives. A close eye would 
be kept on Breckland’s Local Plan Working Group (LPWG) and Planning Committee 
meetings to get updates on the progress of the NP4Yaxham and the Local Plan. 

 It was noted that the lack of the 5 year land supply will continue to be an issue. 

 Following discussions with Garvestone PC, no need now to attend on 16th May. 

 MO had met Practice Manager and partners at Mattishall surgery on 5th May to 
discuss their future patient needs. 

 
5. Finance Update:  

 1st April 2016 Opening Balance was £5,317.03  
Current Balance is: £4,506.23.   

 The Balances include receipt of the Locality Grant of £1,595.00 (Groundwork 
advise this has been paid) and that VAT is reclaimed by the Parish Council - PL 
to confirm receipt of the grant money, and the VAT refund is duly claimed.  
And also £718.40 due to Eastern Office Equipment for three items of printing 
which will be presented to PC for payment on 19th May. 

 There is continuing dialogue with Breckland relating to their 50% match 
funding of the latest Locality Grant of £1,595.  

 Estimated future expenditure includes some £2,500 for consultancy services, 
including Small Fish supporting NP4Yaxham in addressing consultation 
responses in June , which may include to attend meeting(s) with Breckland, 
and leaving some £2,000 to cover printing and other incidental costs until the 
end of the project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Yaxham Neighbourhood Plan Working Group Meeting 

6. Pre- submission Consultation Process:  

 IM and RH had attended a meeting at Breckland today with Jo Wright and Neil 
Campbell and another colleague.  There was no substantive feedback on the draft 
Plan, but discussion of process and an indication that Breckland is planning ahead 
including how to undertake a referendum.  Policy feedback was likely to be agreed 
by delegated authority (sign-off by Charles Carter), but unlikely to be much before 
31st May 2016.  IM liaising with Paul Claussen to aid the process.  Next meetings 
likely to be in June and Neil Campbell would put time aside to support this. 

 Strategic Green Gaps and Green Spaces appear to be the current issues, but it was 
clear from the questions asked that the Plan had not be read and digested during 
the 3 weeks they have had the Plan, or the 6 weeks that they have had the policies. 
However the Statement of Basic Conditions appeared satisfactory so far. 

 There had been very positive and constructive responses from some statutory 
consultees such as Natural England, Norfolk County Council and Anglian Water, and 
these would be posted on the NP4Yaxham website. 

 A parishioner had put forward a response suggesting that the 0.876ha field opposite 
the Yaxham village sign and on the corner of Dereham Road and Whinburgh Road 
should be designated as a Local Green Space.  It was agreed that this site as well as 
Pinns, the recreation field and the triangular site adjoining the cottages on Stone 
Road/Norwich Road (i.e. 4 sites in total) should all appear on the large scale village 
map for public consultation at the forthcoming events. 

 The post boxes remained in place and forms had already been posted. It was agreed 
that a policy relating to the procedures for notating and then considering/ranking 
the responses would be emailed round the WG for agreement at the next meeting. 

 Consultation events now: 
- 12th May 5-7pm at village hall meeting room, IM/SM open-up at 4pm, MT/JS to join 
at 4.30pm, RH/SR to attend towards the end, MO/PL to support 
- 16th May 4-7pm at the school hall, SM/GD/MO/PL to set up at 3pm, MT/JS to join 
later, RH/SR/IM to attend towards the end if able 
- 19th May 5.30pm-6.30pm, IM/SM to open up at 5pm, all who can to attend and 
support this and the subsequent annual parish and PC annual meetings 
- refreshments to be water and biscuits 

 Consultation Response Policy – IM/SM will draft & circulate for agreement 
 

7. Submission Process 

 31st May is the end date for the pre-submission consultation 

 Allow approximately 4 weeks to consider responses and finalise Plan 

 The Parish Council sign-off would be required and it was proposed that this should 
be the 10th June PC meeting and if not possible to meet that date the Chairman and 
Vice Chairman of the PC (PL and George Crummett) could have delegated authority 
to sign-off if matters were finalised before the 14th July PC meeting, although it was 
noted we might need all that time depending on Breckland’s response. 

 Discussion took place whether or not a “Health-check” on the finalised Plan should 
take place to ensure best success at Independent Examination. IM to investigate 
time line and costs for decision at the next meeting 
 

8. Date of next meeting:   
Wednesday 25th May 2016 

 


