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Dear Yaxham Neighbourhood Development Plan,    
 
Yaxham Neighbourhood Development Plan 2011 – 2031 Pre Submission Consultation.        
 
Thank you for your email of 18st April 2016 and submission of papers dealing with the Yaxham 
Neighbourhood Plan pre-submission consultation.     
 
Historic England is primarily concerned with the impact of proposals on the historic environment 
and our comments will focus on those aspects of the plan.  We welcome the acknowledgement of 
the historic environment contained within the plan and the appropriate emphasis given to it as core 
principle at section 4.2 which states that ‘All new development should contribute to protecting and 
enhancing our natural, built and historic environment for future generations’ and at objective 7 ‘ to 
conserve and enhance the historic built and environmental heritage within the parish’.      
 
Your Neighbourhood Plan includes a number of designated heritage assets including a conservation 
area and 6 listed buildings.    
 
These are designated heritage assets (as set out at page 44) and Historic England also supports the 
inclusion of non-designated assets of local interest, as set out at page 45.  Non-designated heritage 
assets are assets with a degree of significance meriting consideration in planning decisions but 
which are not formally designated heritage assets.  The combination of both designated and non-
designated heritage assets is sometimes collectively referred to as ‘significant places’ (see Historic 
England Enabling Development and the Conservation of Significant Places – glossary).     
 
Heritage assets are expected to be conserved and enhanced for generations to come.  A positive 
strategy will address all the necessary means of achieving that end, the consequence of which may 
stretch into many other areas of land-use planning such as design, infrastructure and natural 
environment policies.  The pre-submission Neighbourhood Plan does include a clear and positive 
strategy for the conservation and enjoyment of the historic environment of the village and parish as 
is required under the National Planning Policy Guidance (NPPF) at its paragraph 126.   
 
It is important that the Neighbourhood Plan safeguards those elements which contribute to the 
importance of those historic assets.   This will assist in ensuring they can be enjoyed by future 
generations of the area and make sure it is in line with national planning policy.    
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National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) is clear that where it is relevant, Neighbourhood Plans 
need to include enough information about local heritage to guide planning decisions and to put 
broader strategic heritage policies from the local authority’s local plan into action at a 
neighbourhood scale.  If appropriate this should include enough information about local non-
designated heritage assets including sites of archaeological interest to guide decisions.   
 
 
Historic England Comments  
 
Historic England would wish to set out some proposed revisions to policy and text, for consideration 
prior to its final submission.  These comments are made against the background that the Yaxham 
Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate land for development itself but sets out a series of key policy 
areas that guide future decisions.    
 
Neighbourhood Plan Policy  ENV3 – CONSERVATION AREA & HERITAGE ASSETS 
 
Historic England recommend additional wording here and as, 
 
Development proposals will be supported where they conserve or enhance the significance of heritage 
assets of the Parish and their settings. Heritage assets include both nationally-listed heritage assets 
and non-designated heritage asset.   
 
Reference to non-designated heritage assets is consistent with guidance in the National Planning 
Policy Framework and National Planning Policy Guidance.  It also links to the Parish Action Plan 
Point PAP 5 on Heritage Assets.   
 
Page 44 and requirements to consult Historic England 
 
It is correct that Historic England must be consulted on development affecting the setting of a Grade 
I or II* listed building.   For completeness it is worth adding that Historic England must be given 
notice of applications for works in respect of a Grade I or II* listed building and for certain works to 
Grade II (unstarred) listed buildings (see   Arrangements for handling heritage applications  direction 
2015 and National Planning Policy Guidance at Paragraph: 059 Reference ID: 18a-059-20140306 
under conserving and enhancing the Historic Environment – consultation and notification 
requirements for heritage related applications).   
 

We hope that the above comments are of assistance.    
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Michael Stubbs 
Historic Environment Planning Adviser e-mail: Michael.Stubbs@HistoricEngland.org.uk 


